THE PRINCE BECOMES BUDDHA.                     2g

Nanda and observing the change In his mode of living,
were filled with suspicion. They were convinced that
Slddhartha's religious zeal was flagging and that he
whom they had hitherto revered as their Master had
become oblivious of his high purpose.                       1]

Bodhisattva when he saw the bhikshus turning away
from him, felt sorry for their lack of confidence, and
he was aware of the loneliness in which he lived. Ia

Suppressing his grief he wandered on alone and his
disciples said, " Siddhartha leaves us to seek a more
pleasant abode."                                                       u

XI.  MARA THE EVIL ONE.

The Holy One directed his steps to that blessed
Bodhi-tree beneath whose shade lie* should accomplish
his search.                                                                  ]

As he walked, the earth shook and a brilliant light
transfigured the world.                                                2

When he sat down the heavens resounded with joy
and all living beings were filled with good cheer, ;j

Mara alone, lord of the five desires, bringc.tr of death
and enemy of truth, was grieved and rejoiced not.
With his three daughters, the tempters, and with his
host of evil demons, he went to the place where the
great sliramana sat. But Shakyamuni minded him not.4

Mara uttered fear-inspiring threats and raised a
whirl-storm so that the skies were darkened and the
ocean roared and trembled. But the Blessed One un-
der the Bodhi-tree remained cairn and feared not. The
Enlightened One knew that no harm could befall him.fl

The three daughters of Mara tempted Bodhisattva,
but he paid no attention to them, and when Mara saw
that he could kindle no desire in the heart of the vie-